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for May 24, 2006 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Change of Zone #06032

PROPOSAL: Amend Lincoln Municipal Code Section 27.69.300 to allow occupants
in areas designated blighted and substandard which are being
redeveloped pursuant to an approved Redevelopment Plan to petition
for the creation of a special sign district.

CONCLUSION: There may be circumstances when the creation of a sign district to
define an area pursuant to an approved redevelopment plan is desired
and appropriate.  This amendment provides that opportunity.  An
application for the creation of a special sign district is processed the
same as a change of zone and requires approval by the City Council. 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval

ANALYSIS:

1. LMC Section 27.69.300 provides the creation of special sign districts under
specifically defined circumstances.  Those include for the purpose of defining an area
of particular historical, ethnic, cultural, or entertainment atmosphere, or for defining an
area with a special or unique theme.  Additionally, in any nonresidential district
designated by the City Council as a landmark district in accordance with Section
27.57.120, the Planning Director may petition the City Council to create a special sign
district.

2. This request amends LMC Section 27.69.300(a) to include “an area in which the City
has undertaken a program for the redevelopment of blighted and substandard areas
pursuant to an approved Redevelopment Plan” as an area eligible for the creation of
a special sign district.

3. A sign district is not a use by-right, and the creation of one is not assured.   A special
sign district is treated the same as a change of zone application, and after a public
hearing by the Planning Commission, it is forwarded to the City Council for action.  

4. A special sign district can be characterized as an overlay district, and the sign
regulations can be made more or less restrictive than those of the underlying zoning
district for the area covered.  Once approved, all signs within the boundary of the
district are subject to its requirements.
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5. Examples of existing special sign districts include the Haymarket, the Downtown
Theater District, and the Haymarket Park ballfields.

6. The proposed language of the text amendment is attached.

Prepared by:

_____________
Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Mat 10, 2006

Applicant: Marvin S. Krout
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213
Lincoln, NE 68508

Contact: Brian Will, Planner
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department
555 South 10th, Suite 213
Lincoln, NE 68508
402.441.6362
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